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It is only appropriate that my 
first attempt at writing this letter 

should start by recognizing the 
contributions of past president, Ron 
Jenson.  Besides the many hours he 
contributed for fund-raising, public 
awareness, and general maintenance 
on the refuge, Ron led with a sense of 
commitment and clarity and a passion 
for this work that was exemplary. Ron 

plans to continue as a board member 
with some “special projects” he has in 
mind.   Thank you Ron!

Carolynn and I spent our professional 
lives and raised our family in the 
metro, while always maintaining a 
close relationship with the outdoor 
wonders that are Becker County.  
Like many others, upon retirement 
we came back “up north” and in 
our case, we chose Rock Lake in 
Holmesville Township as our new 
home.   Shortly thereafter, I was asked 
to serve on the Board of Directors of 
the Tamarac Interpretive Association 
(TIA), now called the Friends of 
Tamarac (FOT).

For me, this is “payback time.”  In 
other words, my family has enjoyed 
the woods, lakes, wetlands, and trails 
in Tamarac for what is now five 
generations.  (And yes, this goes back 
to before there was a refuge.)  I now 
have the opportunity to give back by 

doing my share to support the refuge.   
The refuge staff and Friends share 
common interests, and rewarding 
learning experiences abound.   

Too few people know that, in 2010 
for example, 91 Friends volunteered 
7457 thousand hours at Tamarac.  The 
environmental education program 
accounts for 934 hours where some 
3000 elementary children from many 
nearby communities, from Perham to 
Moorhead to Mahnomen, are bused 
to Tamarac for a school-approved 
program.  More often than not, the 
bus fare is paid for through funds 
from the Friends group.

Of course there are many, many other 
things going on at Tamarac.  But to 
be truthful, the more Friends who 
actively participate, the more that 
gets done.  If you are not active now, 
perhaps you should think about it!

President’s Letter Conserving the Future oF the 
nationaL WiLdLife refuge SyStem

This report was instrumental in 
providing context to the newly created 
mission of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System and also cemented 
the role that Refuge’s primary focus is 
wildlife.  This concept set the National 
Wildlife Refuge System apart from 
other federal land management 
agencies who have purposes based 
upon historic, scenic or multiple use 
values.

The national perspective that guided 
the development of Fulfilling the 
Promise saw a much different Refuge 

System than the one we see today.  
In a little over a decade the Refuge 
System has added nearly 50 new 
refuges and grown by over 50 million 
acres.  Today we find ourselves at 
an intersection where the influences 
of social change and major trends 
such as climate change, population 
growth, habitat fragmentation and 
demographic shifts require that we 
reevaluate our future and once again 
ask those three simple questions. 

For the past several months five 
Core Teams have been working to 

a continually changing national 
landscape.   

Critical to the success of this plan is 
involvement from partners, hunters, 
anglers, wildlife observers, outdoor 
educators, youth, employees, nature 
lovers, Friends, concerned citizens 
and anyone that has a passion for wild 
places and wildlife.  The National 
Wildlife Refuge Association through 
a partnership with the National 
Wildlife Refuge System has established 
a website to engage diverse audiences 
to solicit opinions, suggestions and 
“Bold Ideas” by joining the discussion 
about the Refuge System’s future and 
America’s wildlife.  The website and 
draft plan may be viewed at http://
americaswildlife.org.  We encourage 
everyone to share their thoughts and 
help shape the future of your National 
Wildlife Refuge System.  

The final vision document will be 
published in July 2011.  The vision 
process will culminate in Madison, 
Wisconsin in mid-July with the 
ratification of the vision document 
during the Conserving the Future 
Conference. 

The direction established in this 
document will have a profound 
influence on the Refuge System and 
shape its future.  The future is now!  
We urge you to make your voices 
heard let us know how we can make 
a stronger and more vibrant Refuge 
System.    

By Neil Powers, Tamarac Refuge Manager

On the heels of the landmark passing of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Act of 1997, the National Wildlife Refuge System 
crafted a vision captured in a report called Fulfilling the Promise.  
At the core of this vision was the need to answer some very 
simple questions.  Where is the System today?  What do we want 
the System to be in the future?  How will the System achieve its 
mission and vision?  
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craft the framework of a new vision 
document by focusing on five main 
themes: conservation planning 
and design, conservation delivery, 
conservation science, relevance to a 
changing America and leadership and 
organizational excellence.   This draft 
vision document will set the strategic 
direction for the National Wildlife 
Refuge System for the next decade 
or more.  It is appropriately named, 
Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges 
and the Next Generation, and focuses 
on implementing conservation on 
wildlife refuges that keeps pace with 
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Colonists and some American 
Indian tribes did eat the early spring 
leaves, but they had to be boiled in 
three changes of water to remove all 
the toxins.

Those who like to incorporate native 
plants in their gardens can acquire 
marsh marigold through reputable 
native plant nurseries.  It is highly 
recommended for shoreline buffer 
strips and other places with moist 
soil.  It will survive under drier 
conditions, but will go dormant 
in mid-summer without enough 
moisture.

Often heard and rarely seen in the 
forests of Tamarac refuge is the 
Ovenbird.   Its loud staccato song 
increases in volume, sounding like 
“tea-cher TEA-cher TEA-CHER.”   
This ground walking warbler has 
an olive-brown back, dull-orange 
cap and a spotted breast that blends 
well with the forest understory. 

The Ovenbird gets its name 
from its covered nest. The nest 
is carefully constructed of leaves, 
grasses, stems, thin roots, mosses 
and hair on the ground.  The dome 
and side entrance make it resemble 
a brick oven.  Camouflaged into 
the forest floor, nests are difficult 
to spot. However, when flushed 
from the nest, the female performs 

a crippled-bird display to distract 
predators.  Three to six eggs will be 
laid in this cozy covered home.

Typically found in relatively mature, 
large, contiguous tracts of deciduous 
or mixed deciduous/coniferous 
closed-canopy forest, this bird is 
found to favor territories with a 
deep leaf litter and less ground cover. 
Ovenbirds feed on insects, spiders 
and other invertebrates found on 
or near the forest floor. They no 
doubt play an important role in the 
ecology of North American forests, 

and add a pleasant touch of sound 
to our world. 

Unfortunately, Breeding Bird 
Census data shows that populations 
of Ovenbirds are declining. 
Scientists report that Ovenbirds 
have been negatively affected by 
forest fragmentation. These small 
sections of forest have more edge 
habitat that invites wildlife species 
that infringe on the Ovenbirds 
territory. Fragmented habitat creates 
a higher risk of nest predation and 
brood parasitism. Studies have 
also shown that Ovenbirds are 
negatively affected by disturbances 
such as forest roads, power line 
corridors and chronic industrial 
noise. Increased density of ground 

vegetation and light levels following 
the loss of elm trees to Dutch 
elm disease in Minnesota was 
associated with a dramatic decline 
in Ovenbird density. The future 
success of Ovenbirds appears to 
depend on the continued existence 
of its core habitat, large tracts of 
closed-canopy forests. Tamarac 
Refuge staff strive to protect and 
maintain healthy contiguous tracts 
of woodlands. For example, some of 
the small woodland openings once 
created by farmsteads are being left 

THE OvEN BIRD 
by Robert Frost

There is a singer everyone has heard, 
Loud, a mid-summer and a mid-wood bird, 
Who makes the solid tree trunks sound again. 
He says that leaves are old and that for flowers 
Mid-summer is to spring as one to ten. 
He says the early petal-fall is past 
When pear and cherry bloom went down in showers 
On sunny days a moment overcast; 
And comes that other fall we name the fall. 
He says the highway dust is over all. 
The bird would cease and be as other birds 
But that he knows in singing not to sing. 
The question that he frames in all but words 
Is what to make of a diminished thing.

Many of the spring wildflowers are 
on the shy and retiring side, but not 
marsh marigold (Caltha palustris): 
it silently SHOUTS that spring 
has arrived.  Watch for its brilliant 
yellow patches in wet woods, 
marshy swales, and along streams 
from late April to early June.  Last 
year it was in full bloom by May 20 
and could be seen throughout the 
refuge.  

The sunny yellow flowers are up to 
two inches across and have five to 
nine petal-like sepals surrounding 
many yellow stamens.  The plant 
is up to two feet high with hollow 
stems and glossy round leaves that 
are deeply notched where the stem 
attaches.  The mounded perennials 
grow best in partial shade but 

By Kelly Blackledge, Park Ranger
tamaraC’s teacher

A Wild Note: A group of ovenbirds are 
collectively known as a “stew” of ovenbirds.

nothin’ says Spring 
Like MARSH MARigOLd
CHeCk Out tHe CLueS fROM tHe SCieNtifiC NAMeS:
     family:  Ranunculaceae; Ranunculus is Latin for “little frog” 
     genus:  Caltha - means “cup” or “chalice,” referring to the 
                  cup-shaped flowers
     Species:  palustris - means “of the marsh”

tolerate nearly full sun to full 
shade as long as their roots are wet 
enough.

Marsh marigold, found throughout 
the world in northern latitudes, 
provides shelter to frogs and nectar 
to bees and other pollinators. 
Although the flowers look like 
solid yellow to us, bees see a marsh 
marigold very differently.  Their eyes 
are sensitive to ultraviolet light, and 
to them there are purple markings 
guiding the way to sweet nectar.  As 
they sip nectar, they pick up pollen 
grains that will eventually provide 
the next generation of seeds.

All parts of the marsh marigold are 
considered poisonous.  Touching 
the plant can cause skin blisters.  

to fill in with trees once again. Large 
tracts of forests are home to many 
vulnerable species. The staff is even 
looking for ways to collaborate with 
adjacent landowners to enhance the 
extent of healthy forests beyond the 
boundaries of the refuge. 

Pulitzer-prize winning poet Robert 
Frost wrote Oven Bird back in 
1916. I wonder if Frost could 
have possibly imagined that this 
bird population that “everyone has 
heard” would ever be threatened.   

By Nancy Brennan
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The 3rd graders that visited the refuge this winter 
did a journaling activity. They found a special place 
in the woods to make their observations.

Dezyre’s Journal, 
ogema 3rD graDe
The trees are snowy.
The snow is soft. 
The snow is sparkly.
You can hear a 
chickadee peeping.
It is quiet and 
peaceful, you can 
smell the pine trees.

Dean’s Journal, 
ogema 3rD graDe
Snow is soft. 
Smell trees.
See tall trees and little trees.
Here the birds.
See white bird.
See sharp plants.
Smell snow.
See snow cracking.

FinDing animals with gPs
By John, Detroit Lakes Roosevelt 3rd Grade

When our class went 
to Tamarac Wildlife 
Refuge we used 
GPS units. We used 
the compass on the 
GPS to find animals 
pictures. I ended up 
with deer mouse. 
We also found a 
vole. It was fun. I was scared , because it went under 
my snowpants. We also found exactly where we were 
in Tamarac.

movie you Don’t want to miss! 
By Aaron, Detroit Lakes Roosevelt 3rd Grade

At Tamarac Wildlife 
Refuge a great movie is 
being shown. The movie 
showing is Stranger in the 
Woods. It is based on the 
book of the same name. 
It has snow drifts talking 
and an oak leaf talking. It 
is about a stranger that visits the woods. You need to 
go to find out the end.

My brother often reminds me we live in God’s country. 
With our busy schedules, family, technology, social 
commitments, and work this world is pushed aside 
or frequently forgotten.

When volunteering at the Tamarac Wildlife Refuge 
I am reminded by its beauty, serenity, and calmness 
that my brother is right. We live in God’s county.

I recently became active with the Friends of Tamarac 
and the Environmental Education Committee at 
Tamarac Wildlife Refuge. Every time I drive out to 
Tamarac I am sanctified with its amiability. Sharing 
this with others as a volunteer is a special and 
rewarding charge.

Recently area schools sent buses filled with 
adventuresome students to Tamarac Wildlife Refuge. 
Bundled up to brave the seasonal elements these 
students ranging from ages six (6) to twelve (12) spent 

3rd grade ViSitS tamaraC god’S Country

Picture of gPS unit

the movie is cool.

the weasel skin was very soft.

By volunteer Rick Pechmann

their day hiking, snowshoeing, taking part in winter 
activities, singing songs, watching puppet shows 
and environmental movies, along with gathering 
ecological data, using GPS devices to locate sites and 
photograph those areas and surroundings.

 A favorite activity of mine is with the kindergarten 
students called “The FOX Game”. In this activity the 
students are rabbits that venture out into the field in 
search of food. I am the “FOX” napping until I hear 
all the rabbits frolicking about. I chase them back to 
their den in hopes of an afternoon snack. This activity 
reinforces the real life lessons of nature in a very fun 
and active way.

The students will return to Tamarac in the spring, to 
be reminded that God’s country is right here. What 
we are able to offer these young people is beyond 
words. It is an awaking to their being that nature is a 
gift that is ours for a lifetime. 

Cool animal skins By Jaiden, Detroit Lakes Roosevelt 3rd Grade
Do you want to see animal skins from different animals? Tamarac Wildlife 
Refuge has animal skins on display from a weasel to a wolf. Touching the animal 
skins was very fun. visit Tamarac and have a great time with the animal skins.

a tamaraC Poem
By Johnna, roosevelt 3rD graDe
Tamarac is the place to be
Especially for you and me.
You can have lots of fun
But you sometimes have to run.
You see lots of animals in the tiptop of the tree.
You should really come and see.

Desi, Detroit Lakes 
Roosevelt 3rd Grade

Riley, Detroit Lakes 
Roosevelt 3rd Grade

Gabreil, Detroit Lakes 
Roosevelt 3rd Grade
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Spring has arrived! We are looking forward to a very busy season here on the refuge and 
hopefully you will be part of it.  Here’s what is coming up:

volunteer VibeS
reFuge Clean- uP Day 
is scheduled for Friday April 22, 
Earth Day. We’ll start working at 
8:30 am.  There will be many chores 
to complete including raking, litter 
pickup, cleaning the visitor center 
and more. Lunch will be provided.  
Following lunch you are invited to 
stay to watch the movie Human 
Footprint – a playful, surprising 
and thought provoking portrait of 
our time on earth. It demonstrates 
in a series of remarkable visuals, 
what makes up an average human 
life today and how everything we 
do has an impact on the world.  
Please RSvP.

volunteer orientation 
is scheduled for Tuesday May 
3 from 9:00 am- 2:30 pm. 
Like previous years, lunch will 
be provided.  The afternoon 
program and refuge site visit will 
be presented by Kyle Daly, our 
graduate student who is studying 
woodcock. Here’s your chance 
to get the inside scoop on this 
elusive shorebird who lives in the 
north woods.  

If you enjoy interacting with 
children, we will be busy with school 
programs in May. Why not join 
our great team of environmental 

educators? There will 
be opportunities to 
shadow, assist and lead 
programs.  It’s always 
a meaningful and fun 
adventure for all. 

The refuge is looking for 
a few good birders with 
GPS skills to assist with 
the Breeding Bird Atlas. 
This project documents 
all breeding birds in 
MN. There are 3 blocks 
on the refuge to explore 

and document bird sightings 
utilizing GPS, a written description 
and digital photography.  

In June we will be conducting   
the 2nd and final phase of our 
visitor surveys in cooperation 
with the USGS. These surveys 
are occurring nationwide at over 
50 refuges. This time we will be 
capturing data from our summer 
users and should be much easier. 
Last fall was a challenge but with 
persistence and a few extra days, 

we were able to achieve our goals.  

Our new resident volunteers have 
been selected. Patsy and Ken 
Teiken from Texas will be arriving 
in June and will work through 
mid – September. Ken grew up in 
Ogema and is happy to return to 
his roots. Patsy is an avid birder 
and finds the diversity of species 
here exciting. They both previously 
volunteered at Pea Island NWR 
in North Carolina.  Jan and 
Rocky Larson from New Jersey 
will be arriving in July. They have 
volunteered at 8 different refuges! 
The Friends of Tamarac is still 
looking for someone to take on the 
store manager position. George 
Read has continued to fill in but 
would be more than happy to pass 
this role on. 

Volunteer Ken Mattson assists middle school 
students in collecting invasive earth worms.

Volunteer Fran Mattson discovers 
something wild with kindergartners.

Volunteers 
John 

Hovdenes 
and Howard 
Fredine test 

Tamarac’s 
waters.

It is with great excitement to 
announce that Denis Mudderman 
has been selected as the 2011 
Refuge volunteer of the Year by 
the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association and the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation! 
The volunteer of the Year Award 
was established to recognize the 
outstanding accomplishments of 
volunteers in the operation and 
management of the Refuge System. 
The award is presented to volunteers 
who demonstrate dedication to the 
goals and objectives of the Refuge 
System, superior organizational 
skills, innovation in handling 
refuge assignments, effectiveness 
in dealing with the public and 
dependability. 

Denis has been volunteering 
at Tamarac since 2005 and has 
donated over 7000 hours of service. 
He has contributed to the refuge 
in so many ways. He designed and 
launched the Friends website and 
was coordinator of the Joint Refuge 
and Friends nationally recognized 

NatioNal RecogNitioN 
for tamarac VoLunteer

newsletter. He has researched, 
developed and presented refuge 
history tours and other interpretive 
programs including “Photo 
Safaris”- connecting families 
with nature through digital 
photography.  He especially enjoys 
leading environmental education 
activities for elementary school 
students emphasizing technology 
by using digital photography and 
GPS. Denis has also co-chaired 
the Photo Contest planning 
committee, conducts wildlife 
surveys and serves as refuge 
photographer at special events. 
Most recently through a Nature 
of Learning Grant which he wrote 
on behalf of the Friends, Denis 
researched, purchased the needed 
equipment and worked with 
refuge staff to install a camera into 
an active beaver lodge

Denis not only donates his time 
and talents to Tamarac, but is 
just winding up a third winter at 
Brazoria NWR and San Bernard 
NWR (part of the Texas Mid-

Coast Complex NWR)   leading 
environmental education 
programs, hosting the Discovery 
Center, assisting with their 
Migration Celebration Festival , 
and organizing  their  Photography 
Contest among many other 
assignments. He has accumulated 
nearly 3000 hours in Texas!

According to Denis, “the motivation 
for volunteering is working as part 
of a community towards a greater 
goal with Friends, volunteers and 
staff working as colleagues, it is 
seeing results from one’s effort, it 
is using one’s skills and satisfying 
interests and it is being out and 
experiencing nature.”

The award was presented on March 
17 at the USFWS Director’s 
Reception at the North American 
Wildlife and Natural Resources 
Conference in Kansas City, 
MO.  Next time you see Denis, 
congratulate him and thank him 
for his dedication to Tamarac and 
the Refuge System!  

With nearly 43,000 volunteers 
contributing in excess of 1.6 
million hours of their time, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
volunteer program continues 
to grow.  volunteers complete 
more than 20% of the work 
conducted annually on national 
wildlife refuges alone. In 2010, 
90 volunteers donated over 7500 
hours at Tamarac. For more 
information on how you can 
join the team, contact Tamarac’s 
volunteer coordinator, Janice 
Bengtson at 218-847-2647.  
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Lowell Deede summits 19,341 
foot Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa’s 
highest peak in Feb. 2011.  In his 
quest for the summit he spent a 

total of six days in the process-four 
and a half days on the way up and 
one and a half days coming down 
the mountain.  He was part of a 
12 member group, seven of which 
were from Australia, three from 
the U.S. and two from Canada.  
Porters carried food, water, tents 
and other gear for the trip.  The 
17 day expedition included a 
wildlife viewing safari and climbs 
on two additional mountains, 
Lemagrut and Meru at 10,000 and 
15,000 feet to aid in fitness and 
acclimatization. 

They hit snow at about 14,000 
feet.  Much of their Kilimanjaro 
climb was through either rain or 
snow, despite the fact that it was 
the “dry” season.  They had to have 
clothing for a variety of weather 
and could not see the mountain 

WildliFe Biologist summits 
mount KiLimanjaro

top for most of their trip.  They 
began their final thrust for the 
summit at 12:30 a.m. and they 
had a clear day for their arrival at 

about 8:00 a.m.  
The mountain had 
about 500 people 
on it with front to 
back hikers on two 
of the routes to 
the summit.  Three 
people died on the 
mountain while 
Lowell was there.  
The combination 
of altitude and 
exertion proved 
to be deadly for 
those three.  “Pole, 
pole” which means 
slowly, slowly in 
Swahili was the 

direction given as they moved 
through the last levels of altitude.  
Months of training goes into this 
strenuous trip, much of his walk/
run regiment of varying lengths 
was with a 45 # pack on his back.  
A summer mountain climbing trip 
in Utah and Idaho also helped his 
readiness.

Deede’s work at Tamarac as 
wildlife biologist includes a variety 
of wildlife surveys including deer, 
waterfowl, woodcock, grouse, 
swans and eagles.  He supervises 
the Youth Conservation Corp, is 
involved with the water quality 
testing program, duck banding 
and he is required to blow up an 
occasional beaver dam.  He is called 
out on fire details, especially in the 
spring, and has been called to fire 
fight in other states six or seven 

                                    By Fran Mattson

times.  If you have ever had the 
good fortune of being on one of his 
bus tours, you will definitely come 
out of it more knowledgeable.  

Lowell graduated in 1975, from 
the University of Wisconsin 
with a triple major in Wildlife 
Management, Fishery Management 
and Biology.  During college years 
he worked summers as a biological 
technician mapping wetland 
easements and conducting wildlife 
surveys.  From 1976 to 1978, he 
worked on a research project on 
the decline of canvasback ducks.  
He was then hired full time by the 
Fish & Wildlife Service and has 
been at Tamarac since 1985.  In the 
late 1980’s he helped restore over 
500 wetlands in the private lands 
program and was a conservation 
officer until 2004.  Besides his 
work at Tamarac he works 30 hours 
a week at Walmart, which he has 
done for ten years. If you ever have 
a question about wildlife, Lowell 
will definitely be of help.

Tamarac Biologist Lowell Deede reaches the peak of Mount 
Kilimanjaro.

Biologist Lowell Deede prepares to use 
explosives to remove a beaver dam.

When teachers prepare for their 
annual spring trip to Tamarac 
Wildlife Refuge, they don’t just 
look at the calendar to find an 
open date, or check  to see when 
the snow will be gone.  Teachers are 
more interested in getting to the 
refuge before dry, warm weather 
approaches.  Most people like to 
be outside on nice warm days, but 
there are some critters that also 
like it when people come outside 
to the woods and grass on those 
same days - WOOD TICKS.

You can’t take a field trip without 
one student, but more likely 23 
kids who get all excited about 
finding one of those creatures 
crawling up their leg.  When one 
finds a dark insect moving up their 

leg and screams, there soon is a 
chorus of students screaming and 
jumping up and down as if these 
actions will save them from the 
dreaded Wood Tick.
After over three decades working 
with students at Tamarac, there 
are numerous stories of students 
and their battle with wood ticks 
that have become legends today.  
My job, when working with the 
children, is to be in the woods for 
most of the day.  Needless to say, 
I am proud to announce that I 
hold the record of 65 wood ticks 
on my body in one day.  As I tell 
the students about this impressive 
record, I also explain that neither 
I nor any student has ever gotten 
Lyme’s disease while at Tamarac.  
This is an important learning 
moment for students.  Perhaps now 
the teacher has their attention.

Trail education on ticks, “pick and 
flick”, usually helps most students 
overcome their fears and allows 
them to refocus on the learning 
experience for which we are 
visiting Tamarac.  Soon students 
are enjoying counting their own 
ticks.  At least once-a-year, one 
student will ask if they have to go 
out in the woods for fear of the 

wood ticks.  After some reassurance 
that the student is bigger, stronger, 
and smarter than a wood tick they 
usually forget about the monster 
and get excited about what the 
other students are doing.  There 
will always be the student who 
stops every few steps to check for 
the clinging little bug.   When this 
happens, the teacher reaches deep 
into their bag of tricks and pulls 
out the best propaganda possible 
with, “Did you know that wood 
ticks sense fear?  They know the 
smell of your fear, sense it, and 
start jumping at you hoping to 
catch a ride?”  The rest of the day 
the student will walk through the 
activities whispering, “No Fear!, 
No Fear!” 

As time passes, teachers still laugh 
at all the stories, but even today, the 
students still talk about Tamarac.  
The screams are forgotten, but the 
adventure of Tamarac still lingers 
on.  The best field trip they have 
ever taken by a bunch of “fearless” 
students.
 

WoodtickS
By volunteer Del Larson

In this photo, the tick on the left is an adult female deer 
tick, which is red and dark brown. To her right is an adult 
male deer tick, which is smaller and dark in color. A 
nymph deer tick is the second from the right, and a deer 
tick larva is to the far right. Adult females and nymphs can 
transmit infections through their bite. Male ticks attach, 
but do not feed or become engorged.  Because the adult 
males do not take a blood meal, they do not transmit 
Lyme disease, human anaplasmosis, or babesiosis. 

Male Wood Tick: Note the whitish Suspenders he wears.
Female Wood Tick (or Dog Tick): Note the whitish neck-
lace she wears.



NEWSLETTER OF THE FRIENDS 
OF TAMARAC NWR

Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge
35704 County Highway 26

Rochert, MN 56578
www.tamaracfriends.org

Phone: 218-847-2641 Ext. 21

Friends of Tamarac NWR’s mission is to 
facilitate activities and programs that 

interpret, protect and restore the natural 
and cultural resources of Tamarac Wildlife 

Refuge.
Refuge Website:

www.fws.gov.midwest/tamarac

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
DETROIT LAKES, 

MN
56501

PERMIT NO. 84


