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Become a Friend
Membership: $20

Patron: $100
Steward: $250

Life Member: $500

The Friends of Tamarac NWR is a 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to facilitate activities and programs that 
interpret, protect and restore the natural and cultural resources of the Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge.
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Ron Jensen, Manager, Gift Store Ogema,MN 
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Linda Brockmann Rochert, MN 2017
LeAnn Erickson Detroit Lakes, MN 2019
Cathie Ferguson Fargo, ND 2019
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John Jacobson Rochert, MN 2017
Terry Krile Callaway, MN 2019
Rob Larson Detroit Lakes, MN 2019
Bill Wickum Detroit Lakes, MN 2017   
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Friends of Tamarac NWR
35704 County Hwy. 26, Rochert, MN 56578 

(218) 844-1767 
Website: www.tamaracfriends.org,  |  E-mail: info@tamaracfriends.org  |  Find us on Facebook

By Vonnie Jacobson, President 2016 Friends of Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge

Congratulations on a great year for Friends of Tamarac!  We have been 
recognized nationally and locally for working above and beyond to 
further our goal of connecting people with nature at Tamarac National 
Wildlife Refuge.  We have celebrated 2016 at our Annual Dinner 
and volunteer recognition picnic. Also we have hosted a number of 
events and fundraisers in order to keep our programs moving onward 
and upward.  You will find a complete list of your accomplishments 

in the 2016 Annual Report, enclosed in this newsletter.  All of 
these things came about through your generosity of time and 
talent. The staff at Tamarac NWR was nothing short of fantastic 
in facilitating and supporting Friends in our work.  

Now as we come into 2017 and we make those resolutions to 
better our heart, mind and body, might I suggest adding one to 
volunteer for something you feel passionate about, like Friends 
of Tamarac.  There are a multitude of opportunities to explore.  
Consider the environmental education program, and enjoy the 
look of wonder on the children’s faces as they explore the woods 
and its creatures.  There is always room for willing helpers at our 
events and fundraisers.  We look forward to an exciting year of 
volunteering for our favorite Friends and Refuge projects.  

I would like to thank you all for all the generous help and smiling 
faces that picked up projects and made them work for Friends of 
Tamarac this year.  It has been a wonderful experience heading 
this ambitious organization.  I am very happy to say that Lee 
Kensinger will be your new president for 2017, and with his 
wonderful sense of humor and ambition it will be a banner year 
for FOT.

THE PRESIDENTS LETTER
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The first day of sale for the 2012-2013 Duck Stamp is Friday, 
June 29. Duck Stamps are available for sale at the Tamarac 
Gift Shop .

By Neil Powers, Tamarac Refuge Manager

As the glow of 2016 begins to fade, 
refuge staff is beginning to concentrate 
on planning and priorities for next year.  
Unlike in past years when significant 
construction projects, such as the 
Discovery Center or most recently the 
parking lot renovation, dominated our 
planning effort,   this year is expected 
to have much less fanfare but just as 
much substance.  

My list of refuge priorities is fairly 
lengthy.  Not surprisingly, there are 
some “usual suspects” that are priorities 
from year to year.  These include 
taking care of our people, developing 
partnerships, and maintaining our 
relevancy within the communities we 

serve, to name a few.   These are by design 
broad categories that encompass much 
of the work where our refuge staff and 
Friends focus their attention.  Refuge 
staff will also be focusing their attention 
this year on updating our Refuge Hunt 
Plan and developing a contingency plan 
to help prepare us for the possibility of 
an aquatic invasive species infestation.  
Staff will be directing their attention to 
the beginning stages of a visitor services 
plan, while a habitat management plan 
will be completed in 2017.  Stay tuned 
for more on these plans in the months 
ahead.

FOCUSING ON THE FUTURE……

YOUR GENEROUS DONATION 
NOT ONLY CONNECTS 
CHILDREN TO NATURE 

PROGRAMS....

IT CAN ALSO HELP FRIENDS 
WIN PRIZES ON GIVING 

HEART DAY!
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Th e Friends of Tamarac participated in a mentoring session aimed at strategic planning for the coming year as well as the next 
fi ve years.  Tim Miller, district manager of the La Crosse District, Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife & Fish Refuge 
and Joann Van Aken, executive director, International Wildlife Refuge Alliance came to Tamarac to guide FOT through the 
process.  Th ey brought their experience and energy to help us identify our priorities and plan accordingly.  Both staff  and 
Friends participated in intense 2 day sessions with a great feeling of accomplishment at the end.  We are following up with 
conference calls to move our priorities forward.

FALL FESTIVAL
Families enjoyed a puppet show about saving wetlands at the Fall Festival. 
Other activities included duck calling demos, music by Jacob Woody, photo 
contest display, wild rice soup tasting, duck stamp history display, duck 
identifi cation, games, making duck puppets, duck stamp art, duck blind 
scavenger hunt and even live ducks in the welcome tent.  

Duck banding rocket net demonstrations were a big hit at the Fall 
Festival. 

Fall Festival tours took visitors behind the gates to a unique view of Chip-
pewa Lake where they saw a variety of ducks and trumpeter swans.  

The Friends of Tamarac and Tamarac Refuge staff braved a blizzard in early 
December to gather for a mentored workshop to set a new direction for the 
Friends group.  

Friends board members, volunteer leaders, and the all of the Tama-
rac staff members brainstormed and discussed future priorities.   
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Backman, Bob & Lynda
Becker, Chuck
Boots, Justine & John
Brennan, Nancy
Braun, Sue
Bridgers, Janet
Brockmann, Bob & Linda
Brown, Pat
Buus, Jim & Cheri
Ehnert, Jeanine
Eisele, Jill
Geihl, Mark
Gisi, Lillian
Hunt, Tom & Linda
Jenson, Ron
Lacina, Nancy
Larson, Robb
Martin, Mary
Moen, Dave & Mim
Mueller, Mary
Moors, Amy
New, Pat & Ward
Pechmann, Tracy
Powers, Neil
Schumacher, Gerald
Schmidt, Myrna & Blace
Sox, Steve
Thompson, Lyn
Tyler, Mary
Van Dam, Andy (Edward Jones)
Warweg, Julie
Wiedewitch, Linda

The 2016 Tamarac Quilt, “Aspen Dreams”, created by Janet Bridgers was won by Deanna 
Sinclair.

2016 TOAST TO TAMARAC/FALL FESTIVAL
BUSINESS DONORS
Anytime Fitness
BackYard Station
Becker Pet & Garden
Bell Bank
Bergen’s Garden Center
Beug Ace Hardware
Bleachers Bar & Grill
Casey’s General Stores, Inc
Cenex
Central Market
Country Fields
Cold Spring Country Store
Curley’s on Cotton Lake
Dakota Monument
Detroit Lakes Community & Cultural 
Center
En Vision Salon
Essentia Health Healthy Alternatives
Fargo Force
Foltz Trucking
Frazee Family Foods
First Security Bank
Forest Edge Gallery
Holiday Stationstores
Hometown Crafts & Fabrics
Ivy Cottage on Cotton Lake
J & K Marine
Jay’s Garden Boutique
Jimmy John’s
Ketter Meats & Locker Plant
L & M Fleet Supply
La Barista

Lake Country Bakery
Lakeshirts
Lakes Corner Liquor Store
Lakes Liquors
Lakes Processing
Lakes Sport Shop
Lakeside Tavern & Brewery
M & H Gas Station
Mainstream Boutique
Midwest Bank
Miguels Mexican Grill
MN Deerhunters Association (Smoky 
Hills Chapter)
Muscatell Subaru
Norby’s
Norseman Motors
Olivieri’s Salon
Papa Murphy’s
Passage to India
Perkins Family Restaurants
R & G Subaru
Red Pine Quilt Shop
Richwood Store
Richwood Winery
Scheels
Shearer’s, Inc.
Spanky’s Stone Hearth
Subway
Tamarac Gift Store
The Lodge
Trader Joe’s

Volunteers welcomed 400 attendees to the Fall 
Festival on a perfectly sunny day of 68°.
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Earlier this year, Friends of Tamarac ap-
proached me about the possibility of get-
ting some Concordia students involved in 
the environmental education programming 
done at the refuge. I jumped at the oppor-
tunity to get my Environmental Politics and 
Policy students out into the field for some 
real-world experience by helping 3rd graders 
connect to nature in the wonderful place that 
is Tamarac NWR. As it turned out, Tamarac 
volunteers and staff gave us more than we 
gave back.  Two volunteers came to visit the 
class to introduce us to the program, my stu-
dents were mentored for a full day out at the 
refuge, and then the students took charge of 
leading the program for a day. They learned 

CONNECTING WITH CONCORDIA
By Ken Foster, Associate Professor of Political Science
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN

so much, and many of them acquired a 
greater appreciation of the value of our natu-
ral places.  As Joey Ness wrote to me, “The 
Tamarac experience was wonderful because 
it enabled me to get back in touch with na-
ture and the appreciation I had for being 
outside as a kid.” My students loved working 
with the 3rd graders, and they came back to 
campus energized by seeing how much of a 
positive impact environmental education can 
have. Jenna Januschka remarked that “it was 
so fun to see how excited the kids were when 
learning about nature and the environment.” 
For Dylan Vandal, “there was no better feel-
ing than seeing the kids having a good learn-
ing experience, and it was really cold out the 
second day, so their enthusiasm really said 
something.” I was initially unsure if my stu-

dents would see their work on this project as 
meaningful, but I needn’t have worried. After 
it was all over, I asked them to tell me frankly 
how they felt and whether they thought I 
should do this again. Everyone spoke pas-
sionately about how wonderful and reward-
ing they found the experience. Later, senior 
Liam Nuhring wrote to me, “My personal 
experience at Tamarac Wildlife Refuge this 
past semester was perhaps the most reward-
ing of all of my combined volunteer hours 
across my college career. Nothing is quite 
as fulfilling as teaching young and curious 
minds.” And Samantha Ferguson summed 
it up well by saying “for a day, nature was 
our classroom, and it was a great experience!” 
Thank you to Tamarac NWR and Friends 
of Tamarac for welcoming us as partners in 
your vitally important environmental educa-
tion program.

February is filled with students learning outdoors at the Discovery 
Center. They learn wildlife tracks, how animals survive in winter 
and take a snow shoeing trek out on Jim’s Marsh. We need more 
volunteers to help kids put snow shoes on, please call volunteer 
coordinator Janice 218-844-1756 if you like to join our winter 
education team.
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DEWEY’S DUCK CAMP PART 2
CONTINUED FROM FALL NEWSLETTER. BY TOM FRITZ

Dewey’s real job was manager of the city 
dump. Here, he had access to a lot of parts 
to go along with his many ideas. Forest said 
how Dewey was very deaf at 52 years of age. 
Forest told of the time he showed up, and 
Dewey showed him the alarm system he’d ar-
ranged to make, sure he would hear it every 
morning. Inside a wooden shell case box,
he had a Model A horn, a Model A battery, 
and an alarm clock. All wired together. Th e 
fi rst morning that horn blasted off .  Forest 
snapped up in his top bunk and cracked his 
head on a rafter. Dewey jumped up, pulled on 
his pants and headed over to the bunkhouse 
to wake the insurance guys. He returned very 

Phillip “Dewey” Dietlein Tamarac Lake 
hunt club operator.

shortly and told Forest that every morning 
those guys were up before Dewey got there. 
“Th ey don’t even have an alarm clock!” Not 
thinking that the horn could be heard for 
some distance outside his cabin. Forest said 
he’d run into other hunters on the lake, and 
they asked him,”Who leans on the car horn 
every morning at your camp?

Dewey may have tried eventually, to work 
this young friend, a cook, into a daily break-
fast cook for the camp, but Forest was kept 
very busy at the cafe, as he had to go in some 
days and make 21 pies, plus caramel and cin-
namon rolls before they opened.

Dewey, the consummate outdoorsman, was 
the local fi shing guide during the summer 
months. Dick Blanding said that customers 
at the family department store would often 
ask if there was a fi shing guide in the area. 
Dick would love to exclaim, “You are look-
ing for our “Guide Extraordinaire?” I’ll tell 
you how to contact Dewey Dietlein.” Dick 
said the clients always came back happy. 
Dewey would keep them entertained with 
his stories, even on the poorest fi shing days.
Dewey ran his duck camp for 19 years. In 
August of 1943, Dewey and his neighbor 
to the north, G.W. Heinrich, sold their ad-
joining properties to Leonard Carleton for 
a total of $7,000. What went with the sale 
included stoves, bedding, dishes, six hunting 
boats, and oars. Mr. Heinrich threw in simi-
lar equipment including two duck carriers 
(whatever they are ) and approximately 100 
decoys (2).

I believe these insurance executives found 
Dewey’s Camp to be rather humble and af-
fordable. A couple of miles east of Tamarac 
Lake the Rice Lake Syndicate had large hold-
ings, including Black Bird, Johnson, Rice, 
Height of Land, and Pine Lakes. I am inter-
ested in putting my information together for 
a report on the twenty some families involved, 
which included some of the most prominent, 
wealthy, and philanthropic people of Min-
nesota from the 1920’s to 1963. Th ere are a 
number of reasons why these people spent 40 
years here with very little being known about 
them. Th ey traveled “under the radar” all 
those years. Even long-time residents of that 
area knew little about this camp.

Dewey was a lifelong bachelor who was very 
effi  cient with his money. For a few years dur-
ing the drought in the 30’s, Dewey lived on an 
Island on Big Floyd Lake, but I haven’t found 
anyone who knows of such an island. Long 
after Dewey passed away, someone asked 
John Jacoby, County Treasurer, if that tempo-
rary island was on the tax roles. Apparently 
there wasn’t any record of its existence (photo 
enclosed). It looks like a piece of dry ground 
close to the main shore, accessed by a wooden 
walkway.

Phillip (Dewey) Dietlein died October 21, 
1948 at 68 years of age on the day after the 
Redheads came into Rock Lake.(3) He is bur-
ied in Holy Rosary Cemetery, Detroit Lakes. 
His young friend Forest Pfeifer, died in 2003, 
a month shy of 90 years. Th eir fi nal resting 
places ended up 19 paces apart.

It is a paradox that the most abundant forms 
of life are among the smallest.  Alert per-
sons walking through the woods in Febru-
ary or March may notice some of our most 
abundant forms of life hopping around on 
the snow.  Th ese minute bits of life are com-
monly known as snow fl eas.
About 1/16th of an inch long, snow fl eas look 
like dark specks of dust when they come out 
on the top of the snow on warm days during 
the winter.  Unlike dust, however, they can 
jump three or four inches.
Snow fl eas are small Arthropods belonging 
to the Hexapod class Collembola.  Th ose 

seen on the snow here in Minnesota are like-
ly to be Hypogastrura nivicola.  Th ey are a 
dark blue-grey color, about 1/16 inch long, 
cylindrical and somewhat broader past the 
middle.  Th ey may appear blue or black on 
the snow.
Snow fl eas often swarm on the surface of the 
snow on warm winter days, and can form 
dark patches.  Sometimes they are found 
fl oating in buckets of maple sap.  Snow fl eas 
live in the leaf litter on the forest fl oor where 
they feed on pollen.  Snow fl eas are quite 
harmless and should be viewed with interest, 
not fear.

SNOW FLEAS By David Israel

Snow fl eas are also sometimes called 
springtails.
Photo: Springtail courtesy of Charles de 
Mille-Isle/ Creative Commons https://fl ic.
kr/p/buBCEv
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replaced by next year’s winner.
Winning photos may be viewed on the Friends of Tamarac website at 
www.tamaracfriends.org and the Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge’s 
Facebook page.

The Tamarac NWR Photo Contest recognizes outstanding amateur 
photography that showcases the wildlife, plant life and natural beauty 
of the refuge. The contest provides the refuge an opportunity to in-
crease its photo collection used to promote the refuge and its mission. 
Photos may be utilized in newspaper, brochures, exhibits, the refuge 
website, and Facebook page. The annual photo contest is sponsored 
by the Friends of Tamarac, a nonprofit organization whose mission is 
to support the conservation and wise use of the natural and cultural 
resources of the refuge. This year’s contest organizers were Jim Sinclair 
and Lee Kensinger. 

Jane Eastes of Battle Lake took the top honors in Tamarac National 
Wildlife Refuge’s 15th Annual Photography Contest. Winners were 
announced at the awards presentation held at the Washington Square 
Mall on October 16. Her photo, Nature’s Drilling Rigs was chosen 
out of 108 entries.  Its unique subject, stunning details and color cap-
tured the judges’ attention. The People’s Choice Award went to Full 
Moon Swans submitted by Patti Doeden. This award was determined 
by public voting during Tamarac’s Fall Festival and National Wildlife 
Refuge Week at the mall.

Paula Quam, photographer and editor for the Detroit Lakes News-
papers, Drago Nemec of the Detroit Lakes Photo Group, and local 
renowned artist Hans Gilsdorf were the judges this year. The contest 
consists of five categories including Plant Life, Scenic, Nature’s Ab-
stracts, Recreation, and Wildlife.

Having a degree in zoology and a special interest in insects, Eastes 
says she “may see things a little differently than most.” It was on a 
July day when she took the Blackbird Wildlife Drive and decided to 
walk the short Woodpecker Trail to the wildlife observation deck. On 
her way she encountered many snags, or dead standing trees. One 
in particular stood out. It had been heavily chiseled out by a pileated 
woodpecker. As she got closer, she notice two wasps drilling into the 
wood. According to her, these wasps belonging to the family Ichneu-
monidae, are parasitic. Females bore into the snags in search of insect 
larvae in which to deposit their eggs.  The eggs hatch and the larvae 
provide food for the young wasps. She watched for quite a while; 
finding it “just fascinating.” Eastes said it was the perfect opportunity 
for an amateur photographer like her to hone her skills. She took 
many images and found that capturing the depth of field was quite 
a challenge. Eastes’ winning photo also took 1st place in the Wildlife 
category. 

Eastes just recently began to visit the refuge. She says it is certainly “a 
treasure.” The “untouched, sheer beauty of the place” keeps drawing 
her back. She hopes to make more trips to Tamarac in the future.

Eastes also placed 1st in the Scenic category for Still Waters and 
placed 2nd in the Plant Life category for First Blush. For the grand 
prize, she received an enlarged metal print of her winning photo. It 
will be on display at the visitor center for a year.  That will then be 

EASTES TAKES GRAND PRIZE IN TAMARAC PHOTO CONTEST
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Grand Prize: Nature’s Drilling Rigs – 
Jane Eastes
 
Manager’s Choice
Solitude  - Jann Kline
Refuge Friend’s Choice - Bowing to Glory
Greg Stetz- People’s Choice
Full Moon Swans - Patti Doeden
  
Wildlife   Live birds, mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, and insects in their natural 
habitat.
First Place
Nature’s Drilling Rigs- Jane Eastes
Second Place
Heron Over Blackbird - Jeanette Hunkins
Third Place
Snacktime- Richard Lambert
Honorable Mentions:  Having Lunch 
(Claudine Grove),  Pew Cute (Kristie 
Yliniemi) , The Conductor (Barbara 
Haberman)

Plant Life  Trees, shrubs, grasses, flowers, 
mushrooms, and other flora in their 
natural habitat.
First Place
Lovely Lily- Robert Larson
Second Place
First Blush - Jane Eastes
Third Place
Sign Of Spring - Barbara Haberman
Honorable Mentions: After the Storm 
(Claudine Grove), Autumns Bloom 
(Kristie Yliniemi) 

Scenic  Landscapes and scenic vistas.
First Place
Still Waters- Jane Eastes
Second Place
County 29 - Dale Rehder
Third Place
Fall Road- Diane Turcotte
Honorable Mentions: Full Moon Swans 
(Patti Doeden), Stories They Could Tell 
(Greg Stetz) Bittersweet Mist(Bailey 
Yliniemi)
Nature’s Abstracts  Images of nature’s 
shapes, colors and patterns, a creative 
category revealing the art in nature.
First Place
Nature’s Ornaments  - Bailey Yliniemi
Second Place
Ice Formation - Jann Kline
Third Place
Ice Captive - Kristie Yliniemi
Honorable Mentions: Mare’s Tails 
(Carolyn Wenger), 

Recreation  People enjoying the 
recreational opportunities  on the refuge.  
First Place
A Time For Rest - Bailey Yliniemi
Second Place
Rattle N Roll - Kristie Yliniemi
Third Place
Future Of Tamarac - Barbara Haberman
Honorable Mentions: Morning Hunt 
(Greg Stetz), Capturing the Moment 
(Carolyn Wenger)

Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge Nature 
Photography Contest is sponsored by Friends 
of Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge.  
Contest judges were Paula Quam (Editor, 
Photographer, Detroit Lakes Newspapers), 
Drago Nemec (Detroit Lakes Photo Group), 
and Hans Gilsdorf (Renowned local artist 
and occasional kilt wearer).

TAMARAC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
2016 WINNING PHOTOS
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2016: Terry Krile, Pete Olson, Julea Olson, 
Larry Aarestad, Chuck Becker, Larry Michel-
son, Barb Haberman, Becky Rudell , Jakeb 
Fowler, David Israel, Kay Lohman.

Chuck Becker attended ATV training. Ken 
Mattson attended the Motorboat Operation 
Certification Course and Chainsaw Train-
ing. Luverne Ehnert also attended Chainsaw 
Training. 

Dave McKenna and Wayne Becket donated 
1307 hours. The Culleys hosted the visitor 
center, stocked kiosks, cleaned restrooms, 
mowed, and managed recycling. Dave and 
Wayne spent most of their time mowing fa-
cility grounds and completing several main-
tenance projects. 

Volunteer of the Year. He donated 300 hours 
during 2016 in several areas including main-
tenance, water quality monitoring, AIS edu-
cation, wildlife surveys and events. He has 
accumulated over 1000 hours thus far. 

-
tored Concordia College students in leading 
fall environmental education activities. After 
a day of mentoring, seventeen students took 
on teaching duties for local 3rd graders for 
two days. 

-
grams for 509 participants. This includes 
Wild Wednesdays, Wildlife Excursions, 
Photo Safaris, and a Mobile Photography 
workshop for the Boys and Girls Club.

Fall Festival-The Duck Stops Here. What a 
great day to showcase Tamarac’s conservation 
efforts and our team of awesome volunteers. 
Thanks to Janet Bridgers and Sue Braun for 
leading the efforts in planning this event. 

pine seedlings on National Public Lands Day 
to protect from deer browse. They conducted 
the Loon, Grebe & Tern Survey under the 
guidance of volunteer Arlene Furuseth. Vol-
unteers also assisted Bio-tech Gina Kemper 
with water quality monitoring. 

Species Educators for donating 262 hours, 
inspecting 138 boats and contacting 288 an-
glers.  Cathie Ferguson, Jim DuBay, Charlie 
Leitheiser, Ken Mattson, Sue Braun, Gerald 
Schumacher, Arlene Furuseth, Larry and 
Becky Aarestad: You’re awsome!

VOLUNTEER VIBES 
A SWEET 2016

2016 WAS A VERY BUSY YEAR! HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS

Cathie Ferguson, Jim DuBay, Ron Jenson, 
Mark Geihl, Lois Brantner, Arlene Furuseth, 
Mark and Deb Culley, Kay Lohman, Art 
Bakker and Janet Bridgers.
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MOVIES AND ACTIVITIES
Movies and Activities 
Sunday January 15, 2:00
Movie: Christmas in Yellowstone Celebrate 
the beauty and wonder of the season in one 
of the most extraordinary places on earth. 
Observe red foxes diving for rodents, a 
grizzly and her newly born cubs and follow 
the trail of writer Tom Murphy, who has 
been coming to Yellowstone for past 26 
winters. Capture winter in the wilderness of 
Yellowstone. 50 min. 

Sunday Feb 5, 2:00
Movie: Polar Bear Feast
Every year, up to 80 polar bears gather on 
the frozen shore of Barter Island near the 
village of Kaktovik, AK to feast on the 
hunter-harvested bowhead whale remains. 
Because polar bears are solitary predators, 
this is highly unusual. The village, locked in 
by sea ice for 9 months of the year, becomes 
the center of polar bear studies and wildlife 
photographers. 55 min.

Sunday February 19 
2:00 Movie: Wolverines-Chasing the 
Phantom  This film will take you into the 
secretive world of the largest and least known 
member of the weasel family to reveal who 
this dynamic little devil truly is. Hard-wired 
to endure an environment of scarcity, the 

There is a growing problem in North 
America affecting moose, the largest 
species of the deer family. Whether they 
make their home in the Canadian Rockies 
or in Minnesota, moose populations are 
declining at a rapid rate. One reason is 
that many of the newborn calves are not 
surviving their first year. In order to find 
out why, one intrepid cameraman spends a 
year documenting the life of a moose calf 
and its mother to understand what it takes 
to survive. 50 min.

Sunday March 19, 2:00
Movie: American Experience, Ansel 
Adams
Perhaps none has had a more profound 
impact on how Americans grasp the 
majesty of their continent, or done more to 
transform how people think and feel about 
the meaning of the natural world. This film 
is an intimate portrait of a great artist and 
ardent environmentalist. 100 min.

Sunday April 2, 2:00   
Movie: Wild Ways 
Four lane highways are a necessity to our 
society, but they can be a death trap for 
millions of animals that try to cross them. 
From Yellowstone to the Yukon, to Southern 
Africa’s elephant highways, explore how 
newly established wildlife corridors may 
offer a glimmer of hope to endangered 
species. 55 min.

Sunday April 16, 2:00     
Movie: Great Plains- America’s Lingering 
Wild 
Featuring brilliant and stunning imagery, 
this film showcases the heart of our 
continent, from the Missouri Coteau of 
North Dakota to Texas’ playa wetlands 
and the herds of elk and pronghorn that 
roam the Charles M. Russell National 
Wildlife Refuge in Montana. Discover what 
wilderness remains and meet the dedicated 
people working to keep it alive. 55 min. 

The Visitor Center is open 8:00-4:00 
Monday-Friday and every 1st and 3rd 
Sunday 10:00-5:00

wolverine is one of the most efficient and 
resourceful carnivores on Earth. 55 min.

Saturday February 25, 10:00 am – 3:00 
pm
Animal Tracking Workshop
Don’t miss this great opportunity! You may 
not always see wildlife, but they leave plenty 
behind. Join Dr. Steve Dahlberg for a day of 
discovering and interpreting animal tracks. 
There are some wild stories out there! We 
will be both indoors and outdoors. Dress 
for the weather; bring water and a sack 
lunch. Meet at the Discovery Center. For 
more details and to sign up for this free 
workshop, call 218-844-1756. 

Sunday March 5  
Snowshoe Hike – 1:00 pm
Explore the winter woods on snow shoes. 
We’ll identify wildlife tracks, watch for 
porcupine and look for snow fleas. Dress 
warm and meet at the Visitor Center for 
this one mile trek through the woods on 
the Bear Paw Spur Trail. Bring your own 
or borrow a set. Only a few adult snow 
shoes are available, lots of kid’s sizes. This 
hike is co-hosted with the Laurentian Lakes 
Chapter of the North Country National 
Scenic Trail. 
2:00 Movie: Life of a Twig Eater 
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